
History will have to record that the 
greatest tragedy of this period of 

social transition was not the strident 
clamor of the bad people, but the 
appalling silence of the good people. 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

We are not makers of history. We 
are made by history. 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

A people without the knowledge of 
their past history, origin and culture 

is like a tree without roots. 
 

Marcus Garvey 

This is the lesson that history 
teaches: repetition. 

 
Gertrude Stein 

History takes time. History makes 
memory. 

 
Gertrude Stein 

The charm of history and its 
enigmatic lesson consist in the fact 
that, from age to age, nothing 
changes and yet everything is 

completely different. 
 

Aldous Huxley 



That men do not learn very much 
from the lessons of history is the 
most important of all the lessons of 

history. 
 

Aldous Huxley 

There is nothing new in the world 
except the history you do not know. 

 
Harry S. Truman 

Men make history and not the other 
way around. In periods where there 
is no leadership, society stands still. 
Progress occurs when courageous, 
skillful leaders seize the opportunity 
to change things for the better. 

 
Harry S. Truman 

Hegel was right when he said that 
we learn from history that man can 
never learn anything from history. 

 
George Bernard Shaw 

History shows that there are no 
invincible armies. 

 
Joseph Stalin 

History suggests that capitalism is a 
necessary condition for political 

freedom. Clearly it is not a sufficient 
condition. 

 
Milton Friedman 



History will be kind to me for I 
intend to write it. 

 
Winston Churchill 

Who has fully realized that history is 
not contained in thick books but lives 

in our very blood? 
 

Carl Jung 

I often say of George Washington 
that he was one of the few in the 
whole history of the world who was 

not carried away by power. 
 

Robert Frost 

I don't believe in accidents. There 
are only encounters in history. There 

are no accidents. 
 

Pablo Picasso 

Blood alone moves the wheels of 
history. 

 
Martin Luther 

The writer may very well serve a 
movement of history as its 

mouthpiece, but he cannot of course 
create it. 

 
Karl Marx 



History does nothing; it does not 
possess immense riches, it does not 
fight battles. It is men, real, living, 

who do all this. 
 

Karl Marx 

Anyone who knows anything of 
history knows that great social 
changes are impossible without 
feminine upheaval. Social progress 
can be measured exactly by the 
social position of the fair sex, the 

ugly ones included. 
 

Karl Marx 

The point in history at which we 
stand is full of promise and danger. 
The world will either move forward 
toward unity and widely shared 
prosperity - or it will move apart. 

 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Skepticism is a virtue in history as 
well as in philosophy. 

 
Napoleon Bonaparte 

History is the version of past events 
that people have decided to agree 

upon. 
 

Napoleon Bonaparte 

Indeed, history is nothing more than 
a tableau of crimes and misfortunes. 

 
Voltaire 



Europe was created by history. 
America was created by philosophy. 

 
Margaret Thatcher 

We don't want tradition. We want to 
live in the present and the only 

history that is worth a tinker's dam 
is the history we make today. 

 
Henry Ford 

History is more or less bunk. 
 

Henry Ford 

Never throughout history has a man 
who lived a life of ease left a name 

worth remembering. 
 

Theodore Roosevelt 

The marvel of all history is the 
patience with which men and 
women submit to burdens 

unnecessarily laid upon them by 
their governments. 

 
George Washington 

History repeats itself, first as 
tragedy, second as farce. 

 
Karl Marx 



In the course of history, men come to 
see that iron necessity is neither iron 

nor necessary. 
 

Friedrich Nietzsche 

History, despite its wrenching pain, 
cannot be unlived, but if faced with 
courage, need not be lived again. 

 
Maya Angelou 

History teaches that war begins 
when governments believe the price 

of aggression is cheap. 
 

Ronald Reagan 

We would like to live as we once 
lived, but history will not permit it. 

 
John F. Kennedy 

Sometimes it is said that man cannot 
be trusted with the government of 
himself. Can he, then be trusted with 
the government of others? Or have 
we found angels in the form of kings 
to govern him? Let history answer 

this question. 
 

Thomas Jefferson 

History, in general, only informs us 
of what bad government is. 

 
Thomas Jefferson 



My reading of history convinces me 
that most bad government results 
from too much government. 

 
Thomas Jefferson 

History is a relentless master. It has 
no present, only the past rushing 
into the future. To try to hold fast is 

to be swept aside. 
 

John F. Kennedy 

The very ink with which history is 
written is merely fluid prejudice. 

 
Mark Twain 

History is written by the victors. 
 

Winston Churchill 

Study history, study history. In 
history lies all the secrets of 

statecraft. 
 

Winston Churchill 

A small body of determined spirits 
fired by an unquenchable faith in 
their mission can alter the course of 

history. 
 

Mahatma Gandhi 



 


